














































































































9-1-1 
Option levy?
“Buyer Beware”

May 19, 2026 Election

Presentation by Tyler Miller



• Current City Councilor for Scappoose; elected 2019. 

• Served as City Council President for the last 3-years.

• Board Member, Columbia 9-1-1 Communications District.

• Elected May 2025. Received 61.36% of votes over 22+ 

year incumbent Rob Anderson (37.92% of votes). This 

margin demonstrates people want to see improvement!

• Each of the 6 Scappoose City Councilors, and the Mayor 

endorsed me for the C911CD Board during the May 

2025 election. 

• Attended every C911CD Board meeting since about 2015.

• Attended nearly every C911CD Advisory Committee 

meeting since about 2015.

Short Resume of Presenter (Tyler Miller)



This presentation and statements during or related to this 

presentation are my individual opinions and statements 

and do not reflect the opinion or position of any 

government entity, associated personnel or elected 

officials.

I 100% support the employees of the Columbia 9-1-1 

Communications District (C911CD). I do not support 

waste of public funds, lack of accountability, actions or 

inactions by governing bodies that jeopardize public 

safety, or our first responder’s safety. The opinions and 

related statements herein and connected to the 

presentation are not intended to suggest the actual 

employees of C911CD are not doing a good job. 

“Housekeeping Items”



Why are we here; what is the issue?

• The C911CD is asking for 0.29 cents per assessed $1,000 of your property’s 

value, as an additional tax. This tax is being referred to as an “Option Levy” tax 

and is planned to be placed on the May 19, 2026 ballot for electors (voters) to 

decide. The Option Levy, if passed, is estimated to generate about $2 million 

additional from Columbia County property taxes.

• The 0.29 cents per $1,000 tax described above is in addition to the 

permanent rate the C911CD will always get, regardless. The permanent tax 

on your property for the C911CD permanent rate is 0.25.54 cents per 

assessed $1,000 of your property value.

• C911CD has not presented any specific calculations showing why the need, 

or how the 0.29 cents per assessed $1,000 they collect will be used. The 

details are a mystery. When the C911CD Board voted, no board member 

raised this question. 

• Historically, the public records show about $1 million in excess and 

transferred to the Reserve accounts of the C911CD. If they have $1 million 

in reserves each year, why is the 0.29 cent rate fair? 

• C911CD’s statements about how much of C911CD’s overall annual budget 

is made up from the Option Levy is based on full staffing, something that 

hasn’t happened in over 10 years.

• As a board member, I voted “No” to put this tax on the May 19, 2026 ballot.



Most Recent History of C911CD Option Levy

• Both the Columbia County Republican Central Committee 
and Democrat Committee Boards came together for 
bipartisan OPPOSITION to the last two levies C911CD 
requested. Those two levies were for the same tax rate and 
purpose. The Republican and Democrat Central 
Committees have already voted to again oppose the levy on 
the May 2026 ballot. 

• November 2024 C911CD Option Levy attempt (5-303):     
No: 17,118 votes. Yes: 12,980 votes. Difference: 4,208

• May 2024 C911CD Option Levy attempt (5-299):              
No: 7,298 votes. Yes: 6,940 votes. Difference: 358

SINCE, WHAT HAS CHANGED? 

WHAT DID THE C911CD DO TO ADDRESS THE 
CONCERNS OF ELECTORS/VOTERS?

Nothing



Revenues of C911CD
• Revenue sources per the C911CD 2025/26 adopted budget document:

• The last Budget Variance (below) 
made public by the C911CD for 
December 31, 2025 shows the 
current balances of the General 
Fund and the Reserve Funds. This 
shows $3,973,830.64 currently 
remaining in Reserves.



Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds

1. Wasted $66,720 in public funds: On May 13, 2011, the C911CD 
wrote a $66,720.00 check to Day Wireless for a computer solution that 
first responders needed. If installed, the solution automatically 
switches between the best data signal. Despite numerous requests for 
the C911CD to get the project done, the project was not completed and 
$66,720.00 in public funds went wasted. Several years later, the 
C911CD purchased the licenses again at a higher cost.

2. Wasted $300,000 in public funds: From 2012 through 2016, the 
C911CD paid a professional consultant/engineer to evaluate the public 
safety radio system and make recommendations to correct coverage 
and other problems with the system. This came after outcry from the 
public safety agencies in our county who depend on the radio system 
every day for their operations and safety. After spending about 
$300,000.00 on the consultant, the C911CD implemented 1 or 2 of over 
12 critical recommendations. 13 years later, the problems jeopardizing 
the safety of first responders and the public are not fixed and have 
only gotten much worse.

3. Gifted $778.17 in public funds: On July 17, 2019, ordered a new 
“11” iPad Pro” from CDWG in the amount of $778.17 (public funds) and 
gifted it to a C911CD Board Member who was “retiring” from the Board 
of Directors. Gifting public funds is against Oregon law.



Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds

Continued…

4. Wasted $400,000 in public funds: After recommendation by the 
consultant/engineer to add a radio site for the public safety radio system 
off Pisgah Home Road to address public safety radio system coverage 
deficiencies, the C911CD leased land from Weyerhaeuser for the radio 
site. The C911CD spent nearly $400,000 clearing the site, running power 
and installing a gate and fencing. 10-years later, the site was never 
completed, and the fenced-in area is filled thick with invasive Scotch 
broom. The C911CD continues to pay Weyerhaeuser $4,000+ per year for 
the lease and the first responders still don’t have the radio coverage they 
were supposed to get 10-years ago for this critical radio site location.

5. Wasted $925,000 in public funds: On August 25, 2022, the C911CD 
Board of Directors approved replacing the backhaul radio system that 
connects the public safety radio system sites together on the backend. 
The C911CD failed to engage in a competitive “Request for Proposal” 
(RFP) process and instead paid about $208,000 per link, buying off an old 
contract. I obtained competitive quotes to see what the savings could 
have been using a competitive process. The quotes  received evidenced a 
cost of $105,116.27 per link. When 9 links are considered, that equals 
waste of about $925,954.00 in public funds due to failure to use an RFP.



Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds

Continued…

6. Wasted $245,000 in public funds: On March 4, 2021, the C911CD 
signed an agreement with Federal Engineering. Federal Engineering is 
another consulting and engineering firm. After spending about $245,000, 
the C911CD again did nothing to fix the radio system issues. The 
engineering showed the current radio system’s coverage is absent from 
Scappoose Schools, something the Scappoose Police Chief has 
expressed serious concern with multiple times over the last 3+ years. 
There has been no notable effort to correct the coverage issues in 
Scappoose or anywhere else in the county.

7. Wasted $88,000 in public funds: In August 2024, the C911CD 
retained Coastline Public Relations (“Coastline PR”) to try to help them 
get their Option Levy passed during the November 2024 election. The 
C911CD spent $88,000 in public funds over the course of just a few 
months using Coastline PR instead of doing a grassroots campaign with 
board members and volunteers as the messengers. ORS 260.432 
prohibits the use of public funds for political advocacy.

Just these 7 examples = $2,025,498 in wasted public funds

For at least the last 12-years, the C911CD has made no effort to apply for any 
grants to improve the radio system or fund any other major project.



We Support Our First Responders
• On March 31, 2022, Sheirff Brian Pixley was almost shot and killed: Due to 

radio system failures the C911CD was advised to fix 10+ years ago, the Sheriff 
was unable to hear a transmission from an officer who was trying to advise 
the Sheriff the subject of the incident was a homicide suspect. Not receiving 
the information, Sheriff Pixley walked into the scene where a gun battle then 
took place. The C911CD also failed to maintain their audio recorders; no audio 
of the 9-1-1 call or radio traffic was captured. 

• Then again on July 30, 2025, another officer involved shooting took place. The 
deputy’s transmissions did not go through due to poor radio system coverage. 
Officers from St. Helens PD and other agencies arrived on scene having no 
idea a shooting had just occurred. Again, problems the C911CD failed to 
remedy over 10+ years prior.

• On August 28, 2025, Sheriff Pixley, SPD Chief Fluellen and SHPD Chief Smith 
presented a presentation to the C911CD Board, pleading for the C911CD to fix 
the radio system. To date, 5-months later, no plan or fixes have occurred.

One of the most frustrating parts of these incidents is the communication issues 
described which caused major, life-threatening consequences, were preventable. 
The millions of wasted public funds are millions of dollars that should have been 
spent fixing these issues for public safety and the safety of our first responders.



Investigations & Legal

• The Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) 
Elections Division has opened an 
investigation relating to allegations the 
C911CD violated ORS 260.432, by directing 
staff to engage in political activities while on 
the clock, employees engaging in political 
activity while on the clock, and used $88,000 
in public funds for political advocacy. The 
allegations stem primarily from 2024, but it 
took the SOS over a year to get to the case 
due to backlog. There are new, additional 
allegations for violations in 2026, as well.

• The Oregon Government Ethics Commission 
(OGEC) has received at least 8 different 
complaints alleging violations of ethics law 
and public meetings law. The OGEC is 
preparing to open its investigations into 
these complaints.



More Bad Decision = Legal Problems

In February 2023, the C911CD banned a 
Scappoose taxpayer & community member after 
the taxpayer publicly spoke out against a $35 
million dollar proposal to join Washington 
County’s radio system. Following an interview 
with Koin6 News, the C911CD issued a “No 
Trespass” letter to the individual. Upon filing the 
federal Civil Rights complaint, the judge 
immediately issued a temporary injunction 
against the C911CD while the case progressed. 
In August 2025, A federal district court judge 
found the C911CD “guilty” of Civil Rights/First 
Amendment Violations and entered a permanent 
injunction against C911CD. While most of the 
legal expenses will be covered by the C911CD’s 
insurance carrier, this heinous act by the 
C911CD will undoubtedly cost the insurance 
carrier over $1.2 million in legal expenses that 
never should have occurred. 



Unnecessary and Avoidable Attorney Bills

• In 2022, the C911CD hired a ligation attorney located in Bend, 
Oregon, as their “General Counsel”. That attorney is currently billing 
the C911CD $495.00 per hour. 

• C911CD Check Register documents indicate the attorney billing for 
time to drive from Bend, to St. Helens for C911CD board meetings.

• The attorney does not otherwise practice government entity law – a 
unique and challenging area of law. The other main practitioners in 
this area of law charge about $300 per hour (e.g., BEH, LGLG).

• The board meeting recordings posted on YouTube evidence the 
attorney well outside of his lane; heavily involved in staff projects and 
work that has not been authorized by the Board. Other attorneys who 
have watched this attorney’s conduct can’t believe what they’re 
seeing.

• As city councilors, county commissioners and other government 
elected officials know, when litigation is mandatory for a public entity 
to engage in, the entity’s insurance carrier provides and assigns 
defense counsel per insurance policy. Here, the C911CD is engaging 
in unnecessary legal activities and litigation using the general fund.

• The attorney’s billings to the C911CD include; 2022: $14,299.66, 2023: 
$175,189.64, 2024: $215,305.00 and 2025: $282,183.52. = $686,977.82



A Responsible Solution 

• C911CD must develop and agree to a 
plan that addresses the long-standing 
safety and financial concerns; regains 
public trust, demonstrates fiscal 
responsibility, transparency and has 
buy-in from all the public safety 
agencies and elected officials 
throughout the county.

• The C911CD has plenty in Reserves ($4 
million) to provide ongoing service (for 
years, if necessary) without any 
reduction, interruption or fees to user 
agencies. How quickly C911CD 
addresses the the concerns will dictate 
the timing of any potential future Option 
Levy.

• No professional plan, no formal 
commitments = No Option Levy.



Questions?

Happy to answer now, or 
feel free to reach out later.

Tyler Miller
503 303 3860





















Public Works Council Report for March Meeting 
1. Attended the regional public works meeting. Discussed how other cities are 

doing and what challenges they face. Everyone agreed their biggest challenge 
was finding and retaining good employees.  

2. Visted the Sweet Home sewer plant to see their new screw press and sludge 
storage building. Great visit learned a lot about their screw press and how it 
would help Rainier to handle solids at our sewer plant. 

3. Scappoose PWD invited me down to see their sewer plant expansion.  Scott, 
Brian, Frank and I met Kevin at the sewer plant for a very nice tour on Friday the 
13th. Looked at their screw press and new solids dryer. 

4. The disk golf course has been converted to a new design. 
5. Had a meeting with Darrel and Garren from Delta to discuss rebuilding filter 3 at 

WTP. It is losing clarifier beads at an increasing rate. We all agreed to run on the 2 
smaller filters for now and save filter 3 for emergencies. We are scheduling the 
rebuild for May but are getting everything ready to rebuild #3 now just in case it 
fails. 

6.  Replaced a leaking valve and a very old fire hydrant on Fern Hill and C st 


	5 CC 02022026 minutes
	5 Feb 26 Check Register
	5 Jan 26 Check Register
	6a Letter of Support - Chiefs
	6a May 2026 Levy Power Point v2
	Slide 1: 9-1-1  Option levy? “Buyer Beware”  
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Why are we here; what is the issue?
	Slide 5: Most Recent History of C911CD Option Levy
	Slide 6: Revenues of C911CD
	Slide 7: Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds
	Slide 8: Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds
	Slide 9: Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds
	Slide 10: We Support Our First Responders
	Slide 11: Investigations & Legal
	Slide 12: More Bad Decision = Legal Problems
	Slide 13: Unnecessary and Avoidable Attorney Bills
	Slide 14: A Responsible Solution 
	Slide 15: Questions?

	6a Resolution 26-01
	6b Resolution 26-03-01
	6c Resolution 26-03-02
	6d 26-27 budget calendar
	6f Revenue Committee Recommendations
	6g Council Goals
	8 2025 Final Stats
	8 City Administrator Report
	8 Public Works Report

