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City of Rainier 

City Council Meeting 

February 2, 2026 

6 p.m. 

Rainier City Hall 

 

Mayor Jerry Cole called the council meeting to order at 6 p.m.  

 

Council Present: Scott Cooper, Robert duPlessis, Jeremy Howell, Mike Kreger, Paul Langner, 

Charleen Ratkie and Denise Watson 

 

Council Absent: None 

 

City Attorney Present: No 

 

City Staff Present: Gregg Griffith, Police Chief; W. Scott Jorgensen, City Administrator; 

Russ Reigel, Public Works Director; Elisha Shulda, Finance Director 

 

Flag Salute 

 

Additions/Deletions from the Agenda: Mayor Jerry Cole said he wanted to add a discussion 

about County Road Department Concerns to the agenda. Council President Mike Kreger 

moved to add that item. That motion was seconded by Councilor Denise Watson. Councilors 

Scott Cooper, Robert duPlessis, Jeremy Howell, Kreger, Paul Langner, Charleen Ratkie and 

Watson all voted in favor. None were opposed.  

 

Mayor’s Address: Cole said he stands with the Iranian people, who have been oppressed for 

the last 47 years and are now losing their lives for raising their voices. He also read a 

proclamation into the record declaring it Seattle Seahawks week, in honor of that team reaching 

the Super Bowl.  

 

Visitor Comments: There were no visitor comments at this time.  

 

Consider Approval of the Consent Agenda 

Consider Approval of the January 5, 2026 Regular Council Meeting Minutes and Monthly 

Financial Statements—Cooper moved to approve the consent agenda. That motion was 

seconded by Kreger. Cooper, duPlessis, Howell, Kreger, Langner, Ratkie and Watson all 

voted in favor. None were opposed. 

 

New Business 

a. Library Board Appointment—City Administrator W. Scott Jorgensen said that 

applicant Sarah Borders has already been attending board meetings and is helping to 

organize the library. The Library Board voted unanimously at its last meeting to 

recommend her appointment. Kreger moved to appoint Borders to the Library Board. 

That motion was seconded by Cooper. Cooper, duPlessis, Howell, Kreger, Langner, 

Ratkie and Watson all voted in favor. None were opposed. 

b. Audit Report Presentation—Kathy Wilson from Singer Lewak said there were no 

findings and everything was in compliance. However, she did caution that the charges for 

sewer services are not matching up with the operating expenses. Jorgensen praised 
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Finance Director Elisha Shulda for her efforts. He and council could not exercise proper 

financial oversight for months due to personnel issues. Wilson confirmed that there were 

improper journal entries made, but those have since been fixed. Watson asked about what 

safeguards and procedures are in place to ensure accurate journal entries. Jorgensen said 

the finance clerk position had to be eliminated and a finance director position created to 

ensure that such a situation never happens again.  

c. Banking Options—Cole said that InRoads Credit Union isn’t meeting the City’s needs. 

Fiber Credit Union won’t meet the City’s needs for processing payroll. Jorgensen said 

Cole brought that issue up in the audit. The Mayor used to approve payroll, but the 

system at InRoads changed and that doesn’t happen anymore. Shulda confirmed that 

Columbia Bank has a department that handles public deposits. Cooper moved to change 

the City’s bank to Columbia Bank. That motion was seconded by Langner. Cooper, 

duPlessis, Howell, Kreger, Langner, Ratkie and Watson all voted in favor. None were 

opposed. Jorgensen will have an official resolution ready for approval at the next council 

meeting.  

d. Sewer Fund Balance and Performance—Shulda said that the sewer fund is in the 

negative and will require a transfer from the General Fund contingency to balance. That 

will probably use up the entire general fund contingency. Langner said an error was made 

and the City isn’t taking in enough revenue to cover expenses. Shulda said that if nothing 

changes, the City will have the same issue in the next budget. Langner suggested raising 

the water rates three percent and sewer rates 15 percent and tying future increases to 

inflation. Jorgensen said there are many fees that the City charges that are too low to 

cover the costs of providing those services. None of those fees have been increased in the 

five years he’s worked for the City. Langner suggested that a revenue committee be 

formed. Council agreed by consensus. Cooper and Ratkie agreed to be members, and 

Langner agreed to serve as chair. Cole said that the sewer rates were so low for so long 

because the City was taking septage. But doing so was destroying the wastewater plant. 

Shulda said a resolution will be needed to forgive the prior interfund loan from the 

General Fund to the Sewer Fund, and a supplemental budget will also be necessary. The 

Revenue Committee will meet in the next couple of weeks and come to the March 

meeting with recommendations.  

e. Consider Bids for City Hall Improvements—Cole said that the only item in the bids 

that’s really necessary is the records room. Shulda said there is $49,000 left in the City 

Hall Improvement Fund. Cole said council should approve the lower bid for the records 

room work and return the rest of the City Hall Improvement Fund balance to the General 

Fund. Watson moved to approve the $6625 bid for work on the records room from Chesy 

Joe’s Remodeling. That motion was seconded by Kreger. Cooper, duPlessis, Howell, 

Kreger, Langner, Ratkie and Watson all voted in favor. None were opposed. 

f. County Road Department Concerns—Cole said there are county roads in city limits. The 

county has yet to make any final decisions about any potential changes to the operations of 

its road department. Its main station is in St. Helens, but it has satellite stations in 

Clatskanie, Rainier and Vernonia. The proposal is to pull the employees from the 

substations and have them report to the main station in St. Helens. Langner said Council 

should show its support for the satellite stations. Cooper moved to direct staff to write a 

letter urging the County to maintain the road department’s satellite stations. That motion 

was seconded by Langner. Cooper, duPlessis, Howell, Kreger, Langner, Ratkie and Watson 

all voted in favor. None were opposed. 

Unfinished Business 

a. Wastewater Plant MAO—Public Works Director Russ Reigel said that the manhole 

lining should be done in the next month or so.  
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Reports—Police Chief Gregg Griffith said Officer Michael Hernandez had his first day 

at the police academy today and is set to graduate May 22. duPlessis said that the signs 

memorializing late former Chief Ralph Painter were recently replaced. Watson said she 

attended the recent ribbon cutting ceremony for Wrae Collective and a meeting regarding 

the bus line between Rainier and Longview. The stop at the Senior Center may be 

discontinued due to lack of ridership. Cole said that the promoter of the summer concert 

series has decided not to do it again this year, but the City is willing to partner with 

anyone who wants to take it on. Jorgensen said he met the new owner of Grocery Outlet 

and visited Wrae Collective with Cole. He sent REDCO’s financial reports to its taxing 

districts and also visited Mather Martial Arts Academy and Upper Cuts.  

 

City Calendar/Announcements  

 

 

 

 

Cole adjourned the meeting at 7:33 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

_____________________________              ______________________________________ 

Mayor Jerry Cole                         W. Scott Jorgensen, City Administrator 

 

 

 











































































































9-1-1 
Option levy?
“Buyer Beware”

May 19, 2026 Election

Presentation by Tyler Miller



• Current City Councilor for Scappoose; elected 2019. 

• Served as City Council President for the last 3-years.

• Board Member, Columbia 9-1-1 Communications District.

• Elected May 2025. Received 61.36% of votes over 22+ 

year incumbent Rob Anderson (37.92% of votes). This 

margin demonstrates people want to see improvement!

• Each of the 6 Scappoose City Councilors, and the Mayor 

endorsed me for the C911CD Board during the May 

2025 election. 

• Attended every C911CD Board meeting since about 2015.

• Attended nearly every C911CD Advisory Committee 

meeting since about 2015.

Short Resume of Presenter (Tyler Miller)



This presentation and statements during or related to this 

presentation are my individual opinions and statements 

and do not reflect the opinion or position of any 

government entity, associated personnel or elected 

officials.

I 100% support the employees of the Columbia 9-1-1 

Communications District (C911CD). I do not support 

waste of public funds, lack of accountability, actions or 

inactions by governing bodies that jeopardize public 

safety, or our first responder’s safety. The opinions and 

related statements herein and connected to the 

presentation are not intended to suggest the actual 

employees of C911CD are not doing a good job. 

“Housekeeping Items”



Why are we here; what is the issue?

• The C911CD is asking for 0.29 cents per assessed $1,000 of your property’s 

value, as an additional tax. This tax is being referred to as an “Option Levy” tax 

and is planned to be placed on the May 19, 2026 ballot for electors (voters) to 

decide. The Option Levy, if passed, is estimated to generate about $2 million 

additional from Columbia County property taxes.

• The 0.29 cents per $1,000 tax described above is in addition to the 

permanent rate the C911CD will always get, regardless. The permanent tax 

on your property for the C911CD permanent rate is 0.25.54 cents per 

assessed $1,000 of your property value.

• C911CD has not presented any specific calculations showing why the need, 

or how the 0.29 cents per assessed $1,000 they collect will be used. The 

details are a mystery. When the C911CD Board voted, no board member 

raised this question. 

• Historically, the public records show about $1 million in excess and 

transferred to the Reserve accounts of the C911CD. If they have $1 million 

in reserves each year, why is the 0.29 cent rate fair? 

• C911CD’s statements about how much of C911CD’s overall annual budget 

is made up from the Option Levy is based on full staffing, something that 

hasn’t happened in over 10 years.

• As a board member, I voted “No” to put this tax on the May 19, 2026 ballot.



Most Recent History of C911CD Option Levy

• Both the Columbia County Republican Central Committee 
and Democrat Committee Boards came together for 
bipartisan OPPOSITION to the last two levies C911CD 
requested. Those two levies were for the same tax rate and 
purpose. The Republican and Democrat Central 
Committees have already voted to again oppose the levy on 
the May 2026 ballot. 

• November 2024 C911CD Option Levy attempt (5-303):     
No: 17,118 votes. Yes: 12,980 votes. Difference: 4,208

• May 2024 C911CD Option Levy attempt (5-299):              
No: 7,298 votes. Yes: 6,940 votes. Difference: 358

SINCE, WHAT HAS CHANGED? 

WHAT DID THE C911CD DO TO ADDRESS THE 
CONCERNS OF ELECTORS/VOTERS?

Nothing



Revenues of C911CD
• Revenue sources per the C911CD 2025/26 adopted budget document:

• The last Budget Variance (below) 
made public by the C911CD for 
December 31, 2025 shows the 
current balances of the General 
Fund and the Reserve Funds. This 
shows $3,973,830.64 currently 
remaining in Reserves.



Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds

1. Wasted $66,720 in public funds: On May 13, 2011, the C911CD 
wrote a $66,720.00 check to Day Wireless for a computer solution that 
first responders needed. If installed, the solution automatically 
switches between the best data signal. Despite numerous requests for 
the C911CD to get the project done, the project was not completed and 
$66,720.00 in public funds went wasted. Several years later, the 
C911CD purchased the licenses again at a higher cost.

2. Wasted $300,000 in public funds: From 2012 through 2016, the 
C911CD paid a professional consultant/engineer to evaluate the public 
safety radio system and make recommendations to correct coverage 
and other problems with the system. This came after outcry from the 
public safety agencies in our county who depend on the radio system 
every day for their operations and safety. After spending about 
$300,000.00 on the consultant, the C911CD implemented 1 or 2 of over 
12 critical recommendations. 13 years later, the problems jeopardizing 
the safety of first responders and the public are not fixed and have 
only gotten much worse.

3. Gifted $778.17 in public funds: On July 17, 2019, ordered a new 
“11” iPad Pro” from CDWG in the amount of $778.17 (public funds) and 
gifted it to a C911CD Board Member who was “retiring” from the Board 
of Directors. Gifting public funds is against Oregon law.



Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds

Continued…

4. Wasted $400,000 in public funds: After recommendation by the 
consultant/engineer to add a radio site for the public safety radio system 
off Pisgah Home Road to address public safety radio system coverage 
deficiencies, the C911CD leased land from Weyerhaeuser for the radio 
site. The C911CD spent nearly $400,000 clearing the site, running power 
and installing a gate and fencing. 10-years later, the site was never 
completed, and the fenced-in area is filled thick with invasive Scotch 
broom. The C911CD continues to pay Weyerhaeuser $4,000+ per year for 
the lease and the first responders still don’t have the radio coverage they 
were supposed to get 10-years ago for this critical radio site location.

5. Wasted $925,000 in public funds: On August 25, 2022, the C911CD 
Board of Directors approved replacing the backhaul radio system that 
connects the public safety radio system sites together on the backend. 
The C911CD failed to engage in a competitive “Request for Proposal” 
(RFP) process and instead paid about $208,000 per link, buying off an old 
contract. I obtained competitive quotes to see what the savings could 
have been using a competitive process. The quotes  received evidenced a 
cost of $105,116.27 per link. When 9 links are considered, that equals 
waste of about $925,954.00 in public funds due to failure to use an RFP.



Historical & Ongoing Waste of Public/Taxpayer Funds

Continued…

6. Wasted $245,000 in public funds: On March 4, 2021, the C911CD 
signed an agreement with Federal Engineering. Federal Engineering is 
another consulting and engineering firm. After spending about $245,000, 
the C911CD again did nothing to fix the radio system issues. The 
engineering showed the current radio system’s coverage is absent from 
Scappoose Schools, something the Scappoose Police Chief has 
expressed serious concern with multiple times over the last 3+ years. 
There has been no notable effort to correct the coverage issues in 
Scappoose or anywhere else in the county.

7. Wasted $88,000 in public funds: In August 2024, the C911CD 
retained Coastline Public Relations (“Coastline PR”) to try to help them 
get their Option Levy passed during the November 2024 election. The 
C911CD spent $88,000 in public funds over the course of just a few 
months using Coastline PR instead of doing a grassroots campaign with 
board members and volunteers as the messengers. ORS 260.432 
prohibits the use of public funds for political advocacy.

Just these 7 examples = $2,025,498 in wasted public funds

For at least the last 12-years, the C911CD has made no effort to apply for any 
grants to improve the radio system or fund any other major project.



We Support Our First Responders
• On March 31, 2022, Sheirff Brian Pixley was almost shot and killed: Due to 

radio system failures the C911CD was advised to fix 10+ years ago, the Sheriff 
was unable to hear a transmission from an officer who was trying to advise 
the Sheriff the subject of the incident was a homicide suspect. Not receiving 
the information, Sheriff Pixley walked into the scene where a gun battle then 
took place. The C911CD also failed to maintain their audio recorders; no audio 
of the 9-1-1 call or radio traffic was captured. 

• Then again on July 30, 2025, another officer involved shooting took place. The 
deputy’s transmissions did not go through due to poor radio system coverage. 
Officers from St. Helens PD and other agencies arrived on scene having no 
idea a shooting had just occurred. Again, problems the C911CD failed to 
remedy over 10+ years prior.

• On August 28, 2025, Sheriff Pixley, SPD Chief Fluellen and SHPD Chief Smith 
presented a presentation to the C911CD Board, pleading for the C911CD to fix 
the radio system. To date, 5-months later, no plan or fixes have occurred.

One of the most frustrating parts of these incidents is the communication issues 
described which caused major, life-threatening consequences, were preventable. 
The millions of wasted public funds are millions of dollars that should have been 
spent fixing these issues for public safety and the safety of our first responders.



Investigations & Legal

• The Oregon Secretary of State (SOS) 
Elections Division has opened an 
investigation relating to allegations the 
C911CD violated ORS 260.432, by directing 
staff to engage in political activities while on 
the clock, employees engaging in political 
activity while on the clock, and used $88,000 
in public funds for political advocacy. The 
allegations stem primarily from 2024, but it 
took the SOS over a year to get to the case 
due to backlog. There are new, additional 
allegations for violations in 2026, as well.

• The Oregon Government Ethics Commission 
(OGEC) has received at least 8 different 
complaints alleging violations of ethics law 
and public meetings law. The OGEC is 
preparing to open its investigations into 
these complaints.



More Bad Decision = Legal Problems

In February 2023, the C911CD banned a 
Scappoose taxpayer & community member after 
the taxpayer publicly spoke out against a $35 
million dollar proposal to join Washington 
County’s radio system. Following an interview 
with Koin6 News, the C911CD issued a “No 
Trespass” letter to the individual. Upon filing the 
federal Civil Rights complaint, the judge 
immediately issued a temporary injunction 
against the C911CD while the case progressed. 
In August 2025, A federal district court judge 
found the C911CD “guilty” of Civil Rights/First 
Amendment Violations and entered a permanent 
injunction against C911CD. While most of the 
legal expenses will be covered by the C911CD’s 
insurance carrier, this heinous act by the 
C911CD will undoubtedly cost the insurance 
carrier over $1.2 million in legal expenses that 
never should have occurred. 



Unnecessary and Avoidable Attorney Bills

• In 2022, the C911CD hired a ligation attorney located in Bend, 
Oregon, as their “General Counsel”. That attorney is currently billing 
the C911CD $495.00 per hour. 

• C911CD Check Register documents indicate the attorney billing for 
time to drive from Bend, to St. Helens for C911CD board meetings.

• The attorney does not otherwise practice government entity law – a 
unique and challenging area of law. The other main practitioners in 
this area of law charge about $300 per hour (e.g., BEH, LGLG).

• The board meeting recordings posted on YouTube evidence the 
attorney well outside of his lane; heavily involved in staff projects and 
work that has not been authorized by the Board. Other attorneys who 
have watched this attorney’s conduct can’t believe what they’re 
seeing.

• As city councilors, county commissioners and other government 
elected officials know, when litigation is mandatory for a public entity 
to engage in, the entity’s insurance carrier provides and assigns 
defense counsel per insurance policy. Here, the C911CD is engaging 
in unnecessary legal activities and litigation using the general fund.

• The attorney’s billings to the C911CD include; 2022: $14,299.66, 2023: 
$175,189.64, 2024: $215,305.00 and 2025: $282,183.52. = $686,977.82



A Responsible Solution 

• C911CD must develop and agree to a 
plan that addresses the long-standing 
safety and financial concerns; regains 
public trust, demonstrates fiscal 
responsibility, transparency and has 
buy-in from all the public safety 
agencies and elected officials 
throughout the county.

• The C911CD has plenty in Reserves ($4 
million) to provide ongoing service (for 
years, if necessary) without any 
reduction, interruption or fees to user 
agencies. How quickly C911CD 
addresses the the concerns will dictate 
the timing of any potential future Option 
Levy.

• No professional plan, no formal 
commitments = No Option Levy.



Questions?

Happy to answer now, or 
feel free to reach out later.

Tyler Miller
503 303 3860





BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF  

THE CITY OF RAINIER 

 

RESOLUTION #26-03-01 

 

A RESOLUTION FORGIVING AN INTERFUND LOAN BETWEEN THE 

GENERAL FUND AND SEWER FUND 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council passed Resolution 24-07-01 at its July 17, 2024 meeting; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 24-07-01 authorized an interfund loan not to exceed $150,000 

from the general fund to the sewer fund for operations; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Resolution 24-07-01 states that the loan will be repaid on July 

1, 2025; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Sewer Fund balance is insufficient to pay off the loan; and  

 

WHEREAS, forgiving the loan will enable the City to balance its 2025-26 fiscal year 

budget; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Council officially 

forgives the $150,000 interfund loan that was previously made from the City’s General 

Fund to its Sewer Fund.  

 

 

Passed and Approved this 3rd day of March, 2026. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Jerry Cole, Mayor  

 

 

ATTESTED: 

 

 

________________________________ 

W. Scott Jorgensen, City Administrator 

 

 

 

 



BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF  

THE CITY OF RAINIER 

 

RESOLUTION #26-03-02 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CITY STAFF TO SWITCH THE CITY BANK 

ACCOUNT TO COLUMBIA BANK  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rainier currently does its banking through InRoads Credit 

Union; and  

 

WHEREAS, that arrangement is no longer serving the City’s best interests; and 

 

WHEREAS, City staff has researched alternatives; and 

 

WHEREAS, Council decided at its February 2, 2026 meeting to pursue the 

recommendations made by staff; 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that City staff is duly authorized 

to switch the City’s banking business to Columbia Bank.  

 

 

Passed and Approved this 3rd day of March, 2026. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Jerry Cole, Mayor  

 

 

ATTESTED: 

 

 

________________________________ 

W. Scott Jorgensen, City Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

City of Rainier 

2026/2027 Budget Calendar 

 

 

 
Preliminary Budget distributed to Budget Committee May 4, 2026 

 

Budget Committee Meeting     May 11, 2026 

         6:00 p.m. 
April 27, 2026 Publish Notice of Budget Committee Meeting on website    
May 1, 2026 Publish Notice of Budget Committee Meeting in newspaper  

          

2nd Budget Committee Meeting     May 18, 2026 

(if necessary)       6:00 p.m. 

 

Publish Budget Hearing and     May 28, 2026 

Financial Summary Notice      

   

Budget Hearing        June 8, 2026 

Hearing on Proposed Use of State Shared Revenues 6:00 p.m. 

Adopt Budget        

Approve Resolution to Receive State Revenues    

Approve Tax Levy    

Approve Appropriations  

 

Deadline for Adopting Budget     June 30, 2026 

 

File Notice of Property Tax Certification   July 15, 2026 

(File with Assessor)  



Revenue Committee Recommendations 

 

NSF/returned check fee from $25 to $35 

Utility bill late fee from $5 to $10 

Utility shut off fee from $25 to $50 

Meter tampering fee from $25 to $500 

Utility account deposit from $50 to $150 

Marijuana business license fee from $5,000 to $7,500 

Boat launch fee from $5 to $10 

Business license fee from $45 to $100 up to six employees 

Transient merchants business license fee from $15 to $50 

Out of City Limits Location business license fee from $100 to $150 

Temporary business license fee from $15 to $50 

Landlord business license fee from $45 to $100 

Short-term rental business license fee from $45 to $100 

Business license penalty fee from $15 to $30 

Sewer hookup fee from $100 to $250 

Water hookup fee from $500 to $1,000, plus labor and materials 

Sewer System Development Charge from $2645 to $3500 

Water System Development Charge from $920 to $1500 

Sewer Rates increased 15 percent and indexed to CPI 

Water Rates increased 3 percent and indexed to CPI 

 

 

 

 



Overview of 2025 Council Goals 

 

Done 

-Move forward with road and property vacations 

-Confirm newspaper of record 

-Comply with DEQ regulations 

-Links on the City’s website for watching council meetings 

-Link on the City’s website for the Attorney General’s Public Record and Public Meeting 

Manual and the Oregon Government Ethics Commission website 

-Public works project management software 

-Utilization of the county’s C.C. Rider building 

 

In Progress 

-Skate park improvements 

-Disc golf course improvements 

 

Ongoing/Short-Term 

-Review all contracts, franchises and agreements for updating  

-Research improving ways the public can get information about public meetings 

-Link on the City’s website to ORS 457 (urban renewal)  

-Personnel policies on the website  

-Email addresses for the county building department could be added to the city’s website 

-Street sweeping days added to the website 

 

Long-Term 

-Safety improvements on Veterans Way and on the merging lane for the Lewis and Clark 

Bridge 

-Explore getting the City reservoir online  

-Dog park 

-Entrance signs along Highway 30 

-Lighting for the Riverfront Trail  

-Better building code enforcement with the county  

-Explore funding options for a sixth police officer 

-Explore digital utilities  

-Training for planning commissioners 

 

 



Rainier PD 
Reportable Incidents 2025

INCIDENT Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL
Abuse/ Neglect 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2
Abandoned Vehicle 6 2 3 2 4 9 7 8 10 22 0 1 74
Assist Agency - Other 12 10 15 20 20 31 11 7 7 7 3 3 146
Alarm 15 12 9 10 6 10 9 13 5 13 4 7 113
Animal Complaint 5 9 8 3 17 21 10 14 8 5 11 13 124
Assault 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 4
Assist Public 45 48 64 71 81 119 111 47 68 56 34 42 786
Behavioral Health 1 0 1 1 1 3 0 1 0 1 0 1 10
Burglary 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3
Camping 3 2 0 1 5 2 5 0 2 1 2 0 23
Community Contact 10 3 4 0 8 9 2 6 11 2 0 2 57
Civil 1 1 0 2 4 1 1 3 2 4 2 2 23
Criminal Mischief 0 2 1 0 1 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 11
Death Investigation 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Detail 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 0 1 1 0 2 10
DHS Referral 2 9 2 7 7 4 1 5 1 4 4 2 48
Disturbance Fight 0 1 3 3 6 5 9 2 1 2 2 0 34
Domestic 0 1 2 2 1 1 6 6 0 1 3 0 23
DUII 6 1 3 4 1 3 2 2 1 3 2 0 28
Extra Patrol 0 3 2 1 1 0 11 3 5 3 3 3 35
Follow Up 39 47 65 45 55 55 37 40 44 40 39 51 557
Fraud 0 1 3 3 4 2 2 3 3 2 0 5 28
Harassment/ Threat 5 3 3 3 1 5 5 5 3 6 8 2 49
Hazard 6 7 8 9 6 6 12 12 5 3 8 13 95
Hit / Run 2 2 3 0 2 6 3 2 3 1 0 3 27
Incomplete 911 2 6 4 5 3 1 2 3 3 1 1 0 31
Information 2 4 2 1 2 4 3 8 4 3 5 3 41
Juvenile Problem 4 3 4 4 1 5 1 5 4 2 1 1 35
Littering 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
Message 3 3 6 4 3 6 4 4 3 3 1 7 47
Missing Person 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4
Noise Complaint 1 1 1 1 3 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 11
Open Door/ Window 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 0 6
Ordinance Violation 2 1 5 13 25 14 11 24 25 2 3 2 127
Overdose 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 3
Parking/ Driving Complaint 1 0 4 5 21 19 13 19 13 4 4 0 103
Premise Check 395 355 307 555 381 198 102 103 231 163 158 195 3143
Property 4 8 10 6 5 7 5 4 2 4 4 1 60
Prowler 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 5
Radio Call 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 1 0 0 0 7
Robbery Armed 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Rainier PD 
Reportable Incidents 2025

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Recovered Stolen Vehicle 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 4
Sex Offender Registration 2 1 0 5 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 11
Subject Stop 1 3 0 2 3 1 0 0 0 2 1 2 15
Suspicious Circumstances 37 37 37 40 47 67 55 66 40 38 14 14 492
Stolen Vehicle 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 5
Suicidal Subject 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 4 1 0 0 0 9
Sex Crimes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
Traffic Accident 2 4 4 6 5 4 6 6 5 3 8 0 53
Theft 2 3 5 7 3 2 10 2 4 0 2 3 43
Trespass 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 9
Unwanted 1 0 1 0 2 4 2 3 0 3 0 0 16
Drugs 0 1 2 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 7
Violation Restraining Order 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 3 0 8
Welfare Check 7 3 3 3 12 15 0 18 7 10 12 5 95
Warrant Service 0 1 0 2 0 1 2 5 1 1 1 0 14
TOTAL 626 601 596 852 758 654 477 462 532 420 349 394 6721

Traffic / Parking
Warning 83 57 72 65 100 68 92 110 155 183 150 138 1273
Citation 51 43 29 39 60 31 34 77 73 54 76 69 636

Total 134 100 101 104 160 99 126 187 228 237 226 207 1909



City Administrator Report 

March 2, 2026 Rainier Council Meeting 

 

Mayor Cole and Members of the Council, 

 

I attended the January 26 Columbia County Cultural Coalition meeting and also visited Mee 

Maw’s Attic, met with the county’s Land Development Services department and the City’s 

insurance agent. 

 

The following day, I attended the Library Board meeting and advertised Budget Committee 

vacancies.  

 

Along with Public Works Director Russ Reigel and Wastewater Plant Operator Brian Liga, I 

took a trip to Sweet Home January 29 for a tour of its wastewater plant. The following day, I sent 

a follow up letter to the U.S. Postal Service regarding local mail concerns and attended a transit 

meeting with Councilor Denise Watson. 

 

I chaired the February 2 meeting of the Columbia County Jail Operations Citizens Advisory 

Committee and met with Rachel Berry from the Lower Columbia River Watershed Council 

February 3. 

 

On February 6, I went with Councilor Watson and Mayor Jerry Cole to the League of Oregon 

Cities President’s Regional Meeting in Seaside.   

 

Along with Reigel and Rachel Berry, I did a tour of the City’s watershed property on February 9. 

The following day, I attended the Library Board meeting. 

 

I met with Col-Pac Executive Director Sarah Lu Heath February 11 and attended the Revenue 

Committee meeting. Along with Reigel, I submitted the reimbursement paperwork for state 

funds used to rehabilitate the collections system. 

 

On February 12, I attended the Col-Pac and NWACT meetings in Banks. I also spoke with 

Oregon Chief Prosperity Officer Tim Knopp about many of the issues facing local government 

agencies. 

 

Finally, on February 13, Liga, Reigel and I toured the wastewater plant in Scappoose.  

 

At Your Service, 

 

W. Scott Jorgensen, Executive MPA 

City Administrator 

 

 



Public Works Council Report for March Meeting 
1. Attended the regional public works meeting. Discussed how other cities are 

doing and what challenges they face. Everyone agreed their biggest challenge 
was finding and retaining good employees.  

2. Visted the Sweet Home sewer plant to see their new screw press and sludge 
storage building. Great visit learned a lot about their screw press and how it 
would help Rainier to handle solids at our sewer plant. 

3. Scappoose PWD invited me down to see their sewer plant expansion.  Scott, 
Brian, Frank and I met Kevin at the sewer plant for a very nice tour on Friday the 
13th. Looked at their screw press and new solids dryer. 

4. The disk golf course has been converted to a new design. 
5. Had a meeting with Darrel and Garren from Delta to discuss rebuilding filter 3 at 

WTP. It is losing clarifier beads at an increasing rate. We all agreed to run on the 2 
smaller filters for now and save filter 3 for emergencies. We are scheduling the 
rebuild for May but are getting everything ready to rebuild #3 now just in case it 
fails. 

6.  Replaced a leaking valve and a very old fire hydrant on Fern Hill and C st 
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